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Abstract

Turkey is considered a regional and international player due to its geographical
location and economic strength, especially in the Arab region, which it ruled for more
than four centuries during the Ottoman Empire. Although Turkey's foreign policy
under Ataturk turned its back on the East and turned to the West, it has made a strong
comeback in the modern history by adopting a policy of strategic depth in the region,
and perhaps its military intervention in Libya in 2020 is the best evidence. This
intervention raised many questions about the reasons behind Turkey's decision, the
impact on Libyan state, and whether Turkish foreign policy has been stable and based
on cooperation and partnership, or whether it is a pragmatic policy that shifts
according to Turkish national interests. In order to answer these questions, the study
focused on analyzing Turkish foreign policy towards Libya since 2011 by studying its
decision-making process and the behavior of this policy in dealing with the Libyan
crisis.

The study relied on the descriptive analytical approach and the case study approach to
identify the behavior of Turkish foreign policy towards Libya, its motives, objectives,
and effects. It proceeded from the hypothesis that Turkish foreign policy seeks not
only to achieve its interests in the Libyan arena, but also as a pressure card on
countries whose interests and positions conflict with its own, whether at the regional
or international levels.

The results proved the validity of the hypothesis raised above. It has shown that
Turkish foreign policy adopted a policy of double standards and the pragmatism of
economic, political and ideological interests in its dealings with the Libyan crisis. The
study results also proved the validity of the theoretical approach that the determinants
and interpretations of the proponents of the realist theory are most appropriate for
explaining the foreign policy behavior of states. It was shown that the foreign
behavior of states seeks to achieve their aims without the slightest consideration for
the affected parties or respect for the rules of general international law. The study
concluded that the solution must be Libyan-Libyan, without Turkish or other actors
interference. This can only be achieved through the formation a unified government,
the restructuring of the army, and the independence of political decision-making
within the state to preserve Libyan national security.

Keywords: Turkish Foreign Policy, Decision-making Process, Foreign Intervention,
Economic, Social and Political Implications.
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