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The Evidential Value of Circumstantial Evidence in Proving Hudud Crimes
DR .AHMED MOSBAH ALHARARY
FCULTY OF LAW AND POLITICAL SCIENCES GARIAN
Research Summary

Circumstantial evidence is one of the oldest means of criminal proof. Its importance has increased as
science has proven the risks of testimony and confession in Hudud crimes, highlighting the necessity of their
objective confirmation. The evolving nature of crime and criminals further underscores the importance of
circumstantial evidence. This research aims to demonstrate the effectiveness of legal and judicial
presumptions and their detailed provisions in Libyan and comparative law, and their role as proof in Hudud
crimes. The research employs various methodologies, including descriptive, analytical, and applied
approaches, divided into two chapter's and and conclusion Among the findings, the research highlights the
effective role of circumstantial evidence in criminal proof. It notes that the Libyan legislator has adopted the
well-known opinions of the more lenient schools of thought, favoring the accused. However, it argues that
the law should follow the prevailing opinion that aligns with Islamic Sharia and its objectives. It also
emphasizes that witness testimonies and confessions are not the sole means of proof in criminal matters;
circumstantial evidence alone can suffice to form the court's belief. The research asserts that the penalties
for Hudud crimes prescribed by Sharia and law do not lapse over time and cannot be suspended, replaced,
reduced, or pardoned The research recommends plain circumstantial evidence on an equal footing with
other direct means of proof, especially given the significant scientific advancements in crime detection. It
highlights several scientific facts, such as fingerprints and blood type analysis, which judges can rely on
without doubt in criminal judgments. It also observes that most of the Libyan legislator's laws on Hudud
crimes do not implement the prescribed punishments, especially in theft crimes between relatives, spouses,
or guardians, or cases where a creditor unlawfully seizes their due from the debtor, potentially encouraging
forceful self-redress contrary to legislation and laws
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